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English population; and on the other h^nd
there^was an undoubted impetus givenrto the
industrial arts and general progress by the mere
fact that the Normans were more advanced
than the English in the minor refinements and
elegances of life. In comparison with the
English nobles, whose power had been destroyed,
the Normap barons, who set up their castles
and took possession of vast confiscated estates
in various parts of the country, were men of
state and magnificence ; and, taking their cue
from their master, the Conqueror, greatly over-
shadowed their English neighbours. The sur-
render of the country into the hands of such a
domineering force had the effect, however, of
keeping down rebellion; right or wrong, a
solid government, with a fair prospect of per-
manence, was established, and that fact tended
to promote commerce. The great body of the
people were undoubtedly at a sorry pass, and
the system of feudal villeinage which prevailed
did not remove the impression that the people
had been happier in former times. Still, the
general environment was more favourable to
trade expansion. The ostentatious display
made by the Normans, their love of apparel,
their luxurious habits, their appreciation of
art and architecture, and their gay indulgence
in the sports of the chase and military exercises,
were tastes that had to be ministered to, at
least in part, by native service. Much of their
elegant raiment, jewellery, and the choicer
things of the table were obtained from abroad ;
but even this represented an augmentation of
commerce. The fact that such things were